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NMAI LOCATIONS
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Exhibits at the National Museum of 
American Indian in Washington D.C. 

Exhibits at the George Gustav Heye
Center in New York City

Collections Housing at the Cultural 
Resources Center in Suitland, MD.



CRC DEPARTMENTS
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• Collections are from all over the 
Western Hemisphere. 

• Collections include 3D items and 
archival materials housed and 
managed separately.

• The CRC houses over 800,000 items 
that represent over 1200 Native 
Nations throughout the Americas.
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About the Collection



COLLECTION HISTORY

• George Gustav Heye Foundation

• 1989 National Museum of American 
Indian Act

• The move from the Bronx to 
Suitland
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PART 2: ACCESSING COLLECTIONS FROM HOME
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HOW TO ACCESS COLLECTIONS?

• Searching collections online: https://collections.si.edu/search/

• Request a Report: 
https://americanindian.si.edu/explore/collections/accessing

• Accessing Archives: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6v9j5zCbJo
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https://collections.si.edu/search/
https://americanindian.si.edu/explore/collections/accessing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6v9j5zCbJo


WHAT IS A COLLECTIONS 
REPORT?

• PDF file – image, catalog number, 
collection history, materials, 
techniques, artist name, 
description, etc.

• Searching tips – request a broad 
search and specific search
• Searches are limited to what is in a 

database

• Excel spreadsheets
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PART 3: ACCESSING COLLECTIONS AT THE 
CULTURAL RESOURCES CENTER (CRC)
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Request portal* 
https://americanindian.si.edu/explore/collections/accessing

Types of collections access appointments, generally:
• Tour

• Research

*Exception: collections-based projects with other NMAI  departments
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REQUESTING AN ACCESS APPOINTMENT

https://americanindian.si.edu/explore/collections/accessing
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WHERE IS THE CRC?
Map inset



MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR VISIT

When appointment is confirmed, 
consider:

• Transportation

• Hours of operation

• Group goals, group comfort

8/12/2020 PART 3: ACCESSING COLLECTIONS AT NMAI-CRC 15



ENTERING THE CRC
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CEREMONIAL SPACES
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COLLECTIONS HOUSING
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WORKING INSIDE COLLECTIONS



WORK ROOMS
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THANK YOU!

• Additional Resources

• Contact Information

• Questions?
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