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Frequently Asked Questions 

If your question is not listed below, please email ATALM’s Grants Office at grants@atalm.org 

ELIGIBILITY AND PARTICIPANT REQUIREMENTS 
 
Q. What types of organizations are eligible? 
A.  

• Tribal governments operating cultural facilities such as archives, libraries, community centers, arts 
councils, historical societies or other types of organizations providing humanities and cultural 
programming. 

• Native cultural institutions with non-profit status 

• Non-native cultural institutions with non-profit status working in partnership with a state or 
federally recognized tribal entity 

• Higher education institutions working in partnership with a state or federally recognize tribe. 

Q. My organization previously received American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act funding through the NEH: 
Humanities Organization program. Are we eligible for this grant? 
A: No. If your organization received funding directly from NEH through its Humanities Organization 
program, you may not receive funding through ATALM's ARP: Humanities Grants for Native Cultural 
Institutions opportunity. 
 
Q. My organization previously received Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act 
funding from NEH or another agency. Are we eligible for this grant? 
A: If you were previously funded under the NEH CARES program, this will not impact your eligibility for the 
American Rescue Plan program. Keep in mind that two or more applications for federal funding and/or 
approved federal award budgets are not permitted to include overlapping project costs. 

Q. Can more than one cultural institution from my tribe apply? 
A. More than one cultural organization, for example a library or museum, of a tribal entity may apply for 
the award. However, it should be noted that the organizations will be competing with one another for 
funding. 

Q. How many organizations will be funded? 
A. It is anticipated 175 organizations will receive funding from the pool of over $3 million. 

Q. What are the requirements if my organization is selected? 
A. Participating organizations must appoint one staff member as the Project Director (local point of 
contact) for the grant; attend virtual grantee meetings held quarterly, spend the ARP: Humanities Grants 
funding to support the activities cited in the approved application; spend the grant funds within the 12-
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month period of performance; complete a final report by April 1, 2023; share information about their grant 
with elected officials (a template email will be provided); and share information about ARP-funded 
achievements with ATALM staff, as requested, for communications purposes.  

Q: Do I need to provide a DUNS number in my application? 
A: You are required to submit a DUNS number at the application stage. If your institute does not have its 
own DUNS number, please consult with tribal administration. 

The Application Process 

Q. May I preview the application form before completing it? 
A. Yes. You may download a PDF preview of the application for reference; the application process is also 
covered in the  project guidelines. 

Q. May applications be submitted in hard copy? 
A. No. Applications must be submitted online via the ATALM Submittable  grants management system by 
11:59 p.m. (CT) on December 13, 2021. Applications that are late or incomplete will not be reviewed. 

Q. What link do I use to access the application? 
A. Register or sign in at this link to begin your application. 

Q. How will I be notified about the status of my application? 
A. You will receive a confirmation email once your application is submitted. All applicants will be notified of 
their award status via email by January 31, 2022. 

Q. Can I edit my application after it has been submitted? 
A. You may request to edit your application by contacting grants@atalm.org  Edits must be submitted 
before the deadline. 

Q. When is the application deadline? 
A. Applications will be accepted between October 20 and December 13, 2021. Applications must be 
submitted online by 11:59 p.m. (CT) on December 13, 2021. Late or incomplete applications, and applications 
from ineligible institutions, will not be reviewed. Applications and support materials may not be submitted 
by mail or e-mail. 

Q. What if I have questions about my application? 
A. Send an e-mail to grants@atalm.org 

THE APPLICATION 

Q. Who should letters of support be addressed to? 
A. You can address letters of support to the ATALM Board of Governors, 6308 Harden Drive, Oklahoma 
City, OK  73118. Please do not mail letters of support. Letters of support should only be uploaded via the 
grants management platform. 

Q. Are letters of support required? 
A. No, letters of support are optional. 
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Q. What do you mean by “certifying official”? 
A. The certifying official who signs off on your application should be anyone with your organization who is 
able to submit applications for funding on behalf of the institution. This may vary depending on the 
institution but is typically the director. 

Q. Can the certifying official be the same person as the Project Director and/or the person submitting the 
application? 
A. Yes. The certifying official can be the same person listed as the Project Director and/or the person 
submitting the proposal if they are able to submit applications for funding on behalf of their institution. 

THE GRANT AWARD 
 
Q. What expenses are allowable for the grant? 
A. ARP funding is designed to provide cultural organizations with flexible funding to reaffirm and 
strengthen their roles, post-pandemic, as vibrant centers of humanities learning, conversation, and 
connection. The general goals of this ARP funding opportunity include: to assist with creating or 
preserving jobs; support or maintain general operations; create or sustain humanities programs; and 
implement new humanities activities or sustain existing activities.  

Examples of eligible expenses include salary and benefit support for cultural institution workers engaged 
in humanities activities; costs related to humanities programming (in-person or virtual), such as book clubs, 
guest lectures, exhibition development, oral history collection, digitization projects, or heritage festivals; 
purchases of books, eBooks, or technology for use in humanities programming; and marketing and 
advertising to support library humanities efforts. 

Q. Are there any ineligible expenses for the grant funds? 
A. Yes. Ineligible expenses include: overlapping project costs with any other pending or approved 
application(s) for federal funding and/or approved federal awards; competitive regranting; cancellation 
costs; pre-award costs incurred more than 90 days before the subrecipient’s period of performance; 
equipment costs in excess of 20% of total project costs (note that purchases for use in humanities 
programs are allowable); travel (both foreign and domestic); construction, purchase of real property, 
major alteration and renovation; collections acquisition (note that purchases for use in humanities 
programs are allowable); the preservation, organization, or description of materials that are not regularly 
accessible for research, education, or public programming; promotion of a particular political, religious, or 
ideological point of view; advocacy of a particular program of social or political action; support of specific 
public policies or legislation; lobbying; and projects that fall outside of the humanities and the humanistic 
social sciences. 

QUESTIONS? 

If you have questions about the eligibility of your planned expenses, please email grants@atalm.org  

mailto:grants@atalm.org

