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California Cultural Districts Community Cultural Asset Inventory 

CALIFORNIA  
CULTURAL DISTRICTS 

 
COMMUNITY CULTURAL ASSET INVENTORY  
Background, Instructions, and Template 

 
What is a Cultural Asset?  Professor Ross Gibson, Sydney College of the Arts 

In every community that manages to sustain or revive itself over time, there are cultural factors that contribute to the 
vitality and robustness of the people living there. These factors are shared and creative, which is to say they are 
cultural and they are assets that make life valuable, that make life worth living. These cultural assets can be material, 
immaterial, emotional, or even spiritual. They can be 'solid' things like concert halls, galleries, gardens, parklands and 
stadiums. They can be special tracts of the natural environment which encourage particular types of cultural activities. 
Or the climate itself might be a cultural asset if it encourages special kinds of creative and communal activities that 
bind people together in a place over time. Stories too might be cultural assets if they are attached to particular 
peoples and places if they are powerful enough to encourage people to care about and care for their place. In these 
stories, values can circulate, and special memories often reside in particular locations mentioned in the tales. Thus 
the places mentioned in the stories can be regarded as cultural assets if people tell of these places and visit them 
regularly and develop regular practices or rituals or ceremonies to care for them. 

http://camra.culturemap.org.au/page/what-cultural-asset 
 

 

BACKGROUND: 

One of the best ways to document the density of cultural resources and activities in an area is to 

undertake the development of a cultural asset inventory; one that goes beyond just cultural 

organizations and facilities, and is inclusive of the many diverse contributing elements that make 

for a vibrant cultural center.  A cultural asset inventory can take many forms, from a simple list, 

to a database or interactive map.  In this case the product will be a categorized list, with location 

and notes sections (see attached template). 

Ensuring that all parties have a good understanding of the full array of cultural assets present in 

the district will be critical to its long-term success.  A comprehensive approach to cultural assets 

helps to ensure authenticity and the preservation of homegrown assets, both of which were 

indicators of a successful district based on the research conducted to develop this program. 

 

HOW TO COMPLETE THE TEMPLATE: 

Conduct an outreach process to engage members of the community in identifying cultural 

assets, through an in-person convening, as well an on-line survey, with the results of both being 

used to populate your list. 

Prepare a list of questions for the survey, and to be used as prompts for the meeting. Possible 

questions include: 

http://camra.culturemap.org.au/page/what-cultural-asset
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• What contributes to the community’s cultural identity? 

• Who are the people and organizations that help shape it? 

• What places and events give the community its character? 

• How does the history of the neighborhood contribute to the community’s cultural 

identity? 

• Who are the creative people in the community? 

• Where are the places people go to have a cultural experience, of any form? 

• What organizations in the community are contributing to the arts and culture? In what 

ways? 

Be inclusive.  Reach out as broadly as possible and try and identify partners who will help you 

reach beyond your organization’s usual audience.   

Be open to a variety of perspectives.  Encourage participants to think broadly about what is 

important to document and include in the inventory.  Include at a minimum the categories in the 

template, and expand the categories as needed to reflect community perspectives and priorities. 

Be sensitive to potential barriers to participation, such as language.  Make sure all materials are 

available in the primary alternate language used in the community, in addition to English.  In 

addition, make sure to include native speakers as translators at the convening. 

Additional information about cultural asset inventories or mapping is available through the 

Alliance of California Traditional Cultures (ACTA) http://www.actaonline.org/content/building-

healthy-communities-cultural-treasures or the examples available on the National Endowment 

for the Arts website at https://www.arts.gov/exploring-our-town/showcase/type/Asset-Mapping 

The Artscape website also has a useful toolkit at http://www.artscapediy.org/Creative-

Placemaking-Toolbox/Who-Are-My-Stakeholders-and-How-Do-I-Engage-Them/An-Introduction-

to-Cultural-Asset-Mapping.aspx 

  

http://www.actaonline.org/content/building-healthy-communities-cultural-treasures
http://www.actaonline.org/content/building-healthy-communities-cultural-treasures
https://www.arts.gov/exploring-our-town/showcase/type/Asset-Mapping
http://www.artscapediy.org/Creative-Placemaking-Toolbox/Who-Are-My-Stakeholders-and-How-Do-I-Engage-Them/An-Introduction-to-Cultural-Asset-Mapping.aspx
http://www.artscapediy.org/Creative-Placemaking-Toolbox/Who-Are-My-Stakeholders-and-How-Do-I-Engage-Them/An-Introduction-to-Cultural-Asset-Mapping.aspx
http://www.artscapediy.org/Creative-Placemaking-Toolbox/Who-Are-My-Stakeholders-and-How-Do-I-Engage-Them/An-Introduction-to-Cultural-Asset-Mapping.aspx
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DRAFT: Cultural Asset Inventory Worksheet 

Applicants should use as many pages as necessary. 
 

District Name: 

Applicant Partners:  

DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY PROCESS: 
 

CATEGORY ASSETS LOCATION 
NOTES/ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION 

1. PEOPLE    

2. PLACES    

3. ORGANIZATIONS    

4. EVENTS    

a. Historic    

b. Current    

5. ADDITIONAL 
CATEGORIES 

   

 


